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B Ner origin. Riima considers hermother d=5 bridge berween hersell mid her Tdlan rosts Her
mother's dearh govars all her ties with {lie Indiin custonms and traditions: She oafino i g ine
by way bick 1o lier driging, Even though Ruma B longs o e seeond e teration of fmmigrimny

wha. &5 an dependent woman; she suddenly grown the leching ol loss af identity. Buma is

Py ed ns pn ndependent woman who 1% bom and breught up (n the Ameriean cultire. When
she loses het mother, Rumn leels 1l she has lost nopart of her ickeniive. Ll her mesther’y
death, Rumg whways considered hersell an American rather than an Indibn. Bul her miether's
fdeath brings her o (e reatization about her true self. Ruma i married (o A white man wnd hag
sitled down in Seanle, She has o throe year old son - and expeetink her secomd child, Mlany
Sl o independent il in America lins: deprived her of the traditional Bengali culture. She
tecls that she hns losy lier Linclian identity, She pot marrled agrinst her parents will, Rima
chooses 1o wear wostern elothes instead of Inding Her mother lenyes her (wo hundied and
crghless sarees bul alter her death Roama givesal| ol iham Away o other women and keeps only
thece: for herself. She seldom yses Bengih language nt her home, As she refuses (o gee hier
finfjve I:lu-__-u.n_t_u it shows that she has became & stranger i hgrown cultore. Shi wnly hid a very
close relationship with her mothe; with whem she communicated in patve way, Rumn's
relationship with her father is a distant one Ruma became worried when her father detided. (o
VISIL her home one weekend. e thouglit that her father might become ler rezponsibility. In
Bengali culture the children are responsible ro leok after parents in old age. Ruma thoughi
differently and gets tensed - becatse she was not ready for labilities and was busy with her ows
life. Grawing up in America made Ruma think more independently but after she lost her mather
she get to feel the loss of traditionai way of living life. She starfed massang Ler mother's visets at
ner home and taking care af her son Akash. It was her mather whe cooks traditional Indian
dishes and teaches Akash Bengali thymes. Har mother’s daath suddenly brings back to. Ruma
the feeling of losing natienal identity. Marrving & white man and living a American life makes
Kuma feel a certain kind-of self-hate. For Ruma the 053 of her mother signifies the loss of a
rifle model o fife and the source of traditioral culture to return b O hier Father s visit
gradually the ice was broken between the daughter and father. Her father took. the place af her
mother in a8 way, He helped Akash to speak Bengali and created g parden for Ruma at the
backyard, As & father he encourages his daughter ta live like the Hydrangea fower which
changes color depending on the acidity of the seil. In 4 sense he wants Ruma to gl oul of her

trauma of losing her mather and accepr the reality. Ruma gradually comes 1o lemms with her

traditional wdentity and mends her relationship with her father,
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they wanied him o iy m-Bengall girl, mised and educited as be Had been!™ [Lahirs, || by

Hecause of his marriage, his parents ended thelr relationslip with him. Theretare, Amil feels
depressed Both towards s family and his wife. While he gol drunk i the wedding ceremony
they came to attend Amit 1ells a stranger woman that how disappointed e is abaut bes marr e
He thinks afier the birth of the daughlers the relationsiip bond disappeared. They feel detached
frem each other

In “Unaccustomed Earth®, Lahiri tella us:stories of Mema and Kaushik. There-are three sioeies
sbout these charscters and their dilemmas and fratima 6T rootlessiess, The two [amafics of
Hema nd Kaushik get to know' each other when they are living as Benpali Americans in a
neighbourhood in Boston When they were kids both have s puppy love for each other. Bui later
Katshik and his family lefi US and moved back 1o India. Then after couple of vears thay
suddenly returned 1o America ending up stuying at Hema's home. Through the namatives
described by Hema and Kawshik's point of view we came to know about their lives. Hermns
alwiys felt inferior in the American society because of her origin. She dogsn’l want ta think
herself as an Indian so she wanted 1o marry an American gy, She later on entered inte a

relationship with a American guy. Julian who was marmed

Later on Hema got engaged to Wavin who was chosen by her parents: Navin 45 an Indian
American like hor and shares the same traditional background. The lailed and dishenest relation
with Julian made her understand the raditional values ol being 10 a relationshep, he: problems
aftrust issues, lack of commitment and miscommunication are very much present in the lives of
the immigrant children’s, They find themselyves rootless.

"My mother s dead. My father livesin the LIS,

“Bul you are Indian, no?

LT e

*You live in India”

#1 don’t Iveanvwhere al the momeént™ {Lahiri, 328)
This dialogue-between Kaushik and his neigbour depict the reotlessness Kagshik suffers from,
He chase 1o wander around places and countries and never seitles down, His state ol mind could
not make peace with any place which he can call home: Kaushik from has childhood living here
arid there which can be a reason he never settled down
To conclude, it can' be said that in comparisen fo their parents® lives, the second generalion
Indian Americans feel a sense of displacement o a larger extent. Since their lives solely &xist

=nd revolhve around American culture, lifestvle, philosophy and values, they have an imagined
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